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Prelude: Potter's Hand by Darlene Zschech
Scripture reading:  "If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; and so shall ye be my disciples" (John 15:7-8).

Congregational: 

Create in me (by Matt Shepardson and Greg Ferguson),
Pictures:         
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Our Berry Bush
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Our Pear Tree
Offering and Announcements:

Opening Prayer:
Lord, as we go into the teaching today please dwell with us teaching all of us how you want us to bear fruit for your kingdom in Jesus name Amen.
Message:  

Opening prayer:

Imagine you planted 3 Pear trees in you back yard. You water the trees and you take care of them looking forward to when you can pick pears off of them.

Then one day…..

You notice that the trees are not producing pears. To your amazement one is producing potatoes another one corn and one is producing tomatoes.

That would be strange right?

A pear tree is supposed to produce pears.

John the Baptist compared something similar to this when he spoke to the religious hypocrites in Matthew 3:8. He said “Bear Fruit worthy of repentance”                                                                   

John was saying that the fruit of their lives should be consistent with what they claimed to be. They claimed to be followers of God but their fruit was evil and self serving.

Matthew 7:15-20. 

[Jesus said,] 15"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them."

Fruit is the way other people can see you. Mainly, Christians can determine from a person’s fruit whether that person is a Christian or a false prophet. This is so important for all Christians to learn. You must know that your closest friends are Christians. Single people, you must know that the person you are dating is a Christian. There are clear instructions in Scripture, both New and Old Testaments, which command you to be equally yoked. This means do not date a non believer or outside of your faith..
Questions: 

Do you know anyone like them? 

How can you follow in Jesus Christ footsteps?

Are you a Christian dating non believers?

Are you acting one way in front of Christians and behaving differently in front of your worldly friends?

Ponder these questions for a moment.

Action Steps: 

We need to bear fruit consistent with who Jesus Christ is and how he lived on earth.

1. Begin by reading through the gospels starting with the book of Matthew. 

2. We need to live like Jesus Christ.
It is imperative that we, as Christians, glorify God the Father with our lives, as stated in the above scripture. To bring glory to God is "to make glorious, adorn with luster, clothe with splendor; to make renowned, render illustrious, i.e. to cause the dignity and worth of some person or thing to become manifest and acknowledged" (Thayer's Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament pg. 157 word #1392). Rest assured that your every action is being watched by the world. When you and I are consistent with our profession as Christians the world sees this and it brings glory to God. However, when the world sees our inconsistencies, we bring dishonor to God.

The Fruit of the Spirit

Jesus tells us in John 15 how to bring glory to God. He tells us to "Bear much fruit" (John 15:8). The apostle Paul gives us a commentary on what Jesus desires of his disciples in Galatians 5. "But I say, walk by the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh...But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control; against such there is no law. And they that are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with the passions and the lust thereof" (ASV) (Galatians 5:16, 22-24). Therefore, bringing God glory involves my actions.

I must have the following traits (definitions from Thayer's Greek English Lexicon): 

· Love: a care and concern for the preciousness of souls 

· Joy: cheerful, having a calm delight 

· Peace: peace between individuals 

· Longsuffering: exercising patience and forbearance, slowness in avenging wrongs 

· Kindness: moral goodness, integrity 

· Goodness: uprightness of heart and life 

· Faithfulness: a character of one who can be relied upon, integrity 

· Meekness: mild, soft, gentle; especially after having been angry 

· Self-control: the virtue of one who masters his desires and passions, especially his sensual appetites. 

As the world sees these character traits in us, we shall clothe our Lord with splendor and cause His name to be renowned. We shall bring glory to the name of Jehovah God. Know assuredly that love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and self-control are traits that must be learned. We do not go to sleep, awaking the next day with these traits. They are traits compared to treasures that must be dilligently sought (Colossians 2:3; II Timothy 2:15).
Conclusion: 

Learn to live like Jesus and you will learn to bear fruit for eternity. Let Jesus Christ principal teaching and actions Mentor your life. Let Jesus be your Mentor.

Let us therefore be miners of the scriptures whose aim it is to bring glory to God, receive His promises of a heavenly home, and cause many others to desire the same things.

Let’s stand for closing prayer.

Closing Prayer:

Lord, thanks for teaching us about bearing fruit. Have your way with us making us more like you. As we go through the week please prompt us over and over again with what you want us to do.  Enable us to take action in Jesus name amen.
Scripture References: Matthew 3:8, John 15:8, Galatians 5:16, 22-24, Colossians 2:3; II Timothy 2:15, Matthew 7:15-20
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